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SUBJECT: MUJIBUR RAHMAN VISIT TO KUWAIT 

SUMMARY: BANGLADESH PRIME MINISTER MUJIBUR RAHMAN VISITED KUWAIT 
NOVEMBER 11-13. ALTHOUGH MUJIB WAS GIVEN VIP TREATMENT AND 
EXTENSIVE FAVORABLE PRESS COVERAGE AND PUBLIC EXPOSURE. DETAILS 
OF HIS TALKS HAVE NOT BEEN MADE PUBLIC HERE. NEVERTHELESS, 

IT APPEARS THAT GOK HAS MADE SUBSTANTIAL ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE 
COMMITMENT TO BANGLADESH. ECONOMIC RELATIONS ARE LIKELY TO EXPAND 
IN FUTURE, AND WE UNDERSTAND MUJIB WAS QUITE PLEASED 
WITH VISIT HERE. END SUMMARY 
END CONFIDENTIAL 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1. BANGLADESH PRIME MINISTER MUJIBUR RAHMAN PAID THREE DAY 
OFFICIAL VISIT TO KUWAIT NOVEMBER 1 1-1 3. HE WAS GIVEN FULL 
VIP TREATMENT BEGINNING WITH WELCOME AT AIRPORT BY HIS COUNTER- 
PART CROWN PRINCE/RPIME MINISTER JABER AL-AHMAD. THROUGHOUT 
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VISIT MUJIB WAS GIVEN FULL AND FAVORABLE PRESS COVERAGE. 
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2. SUBSTANTIVE DISCUSSIONS FOCUSED, AS EXPECTED, ON ECONOMIC 
RELATIONS, PARTICULARLY KUWAITI INVESTMENT AND ASSISTANCE TO 
BANGLADESH. CERTAIN AREAS IN THE FIELDS OF AGRICULTURE, INDUSTRY 
AND FLOOD CONTROL WERE IDENTIFIED FOR FURTHER COOPERATION. A 
DELEGATION FROM THE KUWAIT FUND FOR ARAB ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
WILL GO TO DACCA SOON FOR ADDITIONAL DISCUSSIONS. 

3. BOTH SIDES EXPRESSED FULL AGREEMENT ON MIDDLE EASTERN AND 
INDIAN OCEAN POLITICAL ISSUES, INCLUDING SUPPORT FOR THE NOTION 
THAT THE INDIAN OCEAN SHOULD BE AN INTERNATIONAL ZONE FOR PEACE. 

IN NEWSPAPER INTERVIEWS MUIIB TOOK A FEW SWIPES AT PAKIS- 
TAN, BUT THE OFFICIAL COMMUNIQUE MERELY CALLED FOR EARLY AND 
SATISFACTORY RESOLUTION OF ALL REMAINING ISSUES THROUGH NEGOTIATION 
FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE PEOPLE IN THE SUB-CONTINENT. 

END UNCLASSIFIED 

BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL 

4. BANGLADESH AMBASSADOR WASIUDDIN GAVE ME FOLLOWING INFORMATION 
NOVEMBER 19 ON MUJIB'S DISCUSSIONS HERE: 

(A) KUWAITI CASH PAYMENT TO BANGLADESH TOTALS ONLY $20 MILLION 
SO FAR, BUT 

(B) KUWAITIS PROMISED LOOK INTO POSSIBILITIES FOR PROFIT- 
MAKING JOINT VENTURES IN BANGLADESH IN PRIVATE SECTOR. AREAS OF 
SPECIAL INTEREST SHIPPING, CEMENT AND AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION. 

(C) KUWAIT FUND WILL LOOK INTO VARIETY OF INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS 
SUCH AS GAS LINES, ELECTRIFICATION AND COMMUNICATIONS. 

(D) KUWAITIS PROMISED COMMODITIES LOANS, SO FAR UNSPECIFIED. 

5. WASIUDDIN SAID THAT WHILE SPECIFIC AMOUNTS REMAIN TO BE 
WORKED OUT, MUJIB’S VISIT HAD TO ALL APPEARANCES BEEN OUT- 
STANDING SUCCESS, FAR BEYOND EXPECTATIONS. KUWAITIS SHOWED 
KEEN INTEREST IN BANGLADESH AND OBVIOUS UNDERSTANDING OF POL- 
ITICAL AS WELL AS ECONOMIC AND HUMANITARIAN REASONS FOR PROVIDING 
SUBSTANTIAL ASSISTANCE. IN LATTER CONNECTION, AMBASSADOR SAID 
(ASKING THAT THIS BE HELD IN STRICT CONFIDENCE) KUWAITIS TOLD 
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MUJIB THEY COMPLETELY AGREED THAT ONE OF MOST IMPORTANT 
OBJECTIVES OF ECONOMIC AID TO BANGLADESH WAS TO PREVENT ADVANCE 
OF COMMUNISM IN THAT COUNTRY. 

6. COMMENT: WE ANTICIPATE THAT MORE PUBLIC FORMS OF ASSISTANCE 
WILL BE THROUGH KUWAIT FUND AND, IN CASE OF INVESTMENTS, 

THROUGH KUWAIT FOREIGN TRADING, CONTRACTING AND INVESTMENT COMPANY 
(KFTCIC) WHICH IS 80 PERCENT GOK OWNED. KUWAIT FUND TRADITIONALLY 
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INSISTS THAT APPROPRIATE FEASIBILITY STUDIES AND OTHER ESSENTIAL 
HOMEWORK BE COMPLETED BEFORE PROVIDING LOANS, AND KFTCIC WILL 
WANT TO BE REASONABLY SURE THAT POTENTIAL INVESTMENT IS LIKELY 
TO BE SAFE AND PROFITABLE. THEREFORE, AT LEAST SOME KUWAITI 
FUNDS TO BANGLADESH MAY BE A BIT SLOW IN COMING. AS GOK GETS 
MORE INVOLVED IN ASSISTING BANGLADESH IT WILL BE INTERESTING TO 
SEE WHETHER ITS SOMEWHAT NEGATIVE ATTITUDE TOWARD PARTICIPATING 
IN BANGLADESH AID CONSORTIUM WILL CHANGE. 

STOLTZFUS 
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